
 

CIPFA\Charities & Social Enterprises Panel 

Newsletter 

 

Number 22 November 2013 

Welcome to the 22nd issue of the newsletter for CIPFA members and others working in or 

with the charity and social enterprise sectors. This newsletter is brought to you by the 

CIPFA Charities & Social Enterprises Panel. 
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International not-for-profit accounting survey – Can you help? 

CIPFA and other members of the CCAB are supporting research aimed at identifying the 

accounting practices of not-for-profit organisations (NPOs) across the globe. This is a part of 

a project looking at whether there is a case for developing an international accounting and 

reporting framework (standard/s, guidance or similar) for NPOs. 

Researchers from four universities (including Dr Louise Crawford from the University of 

Dundee and Professor Gareth Morgan from Sheffield Hallam University) are carrying out the 

research.  

An online questionnaire designed to gather the views from NPO stakeholders across the 

globe, is now available at: www.dundee.ac.uk/business/ifrnpo/  

You can contribute in two ways: 

http://www.dundee.ac.uk/business/ifrnpo/
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 Complete the survey 

 Let others in your network/s know about the survey including any relevant contacts 

you have in other countries 

The definition of NPOs being used in the survey includes: ‘charities, NGOs, faith-based 

organisations, welfare organisations, schools and hospitals if outside the public sector, 

community organisations, and many others’ 

Further information on this research project is available at the CCAB website 

www.ccab.org.uk/    

 

 

Community Accountancy National Network Conference - Jan 2014  

The Community Accountancy Network is now a CFG special interest group and comprises a 

range of voluntary organisations providing accountancy support services to the voluntary 

and community sector. Network members include community accounting services, councils 

for voluntary service, refugee and housing organisations, and development workers. 

Services provided include: consultancy, payroll, training, accounts preparation, independent 

examinations, information and publications. 

The annual community accountancy conference is on 29th and 30th January 2014 and is 

open to any persons or organisations interested in community accounting and related 

services, whether up and running or considering developing such a service. 

The conference aims to: 

 assist organisations and their staff to deliver relevant, quality services to the 

thousands of smaller charities and voluntary organisations with which they work, and 

 encourage the development of new community accounting services across the UK. 

 

The fee for the full Conference is from £259 per person inclusive of workshops, 

accommodation, meals and entertainment. The conference venue is The Thistle Hotel in 

Birmingham. The event runs on a break-even basis and is organised by staff of member 

organisations that have a broad experience in the field. 

To find out more or to book call John O’Brien or Jeanette Stafford on 0115 947 0839 or visit 

www.communityaccounting.org  

 

 

 

http://www.ccab.org.uk/
http://www.communityaccounting.org/
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Small group needing legal advice? LawWorks might be able to help 

LawWorks for Community Groups offers free legal advice and guidance to small charities, 

not-for-profit, voluntary and community organisations and social enterprises in England and 

Wales. LawWorks for Community Groups provides four services: 

Free Legal Assistance - Caseworkers broker requests from community groups for legal 

assistance and match them with volunteer lawyers with relevant experience. Once an 

application for assistance is received, we assess the application to ensure that it meets the 

project criteria. We work with the community group to understand the scope of advice they 

require and to gather the relevant information and documentation. 

Free Law Direct - Free Law Direct allows you to post brief legal questions to a protected 

online space that is accessed by volunteer solicitors, who can answer your query. 

Legal Factsheets - Providing general information to groups on specific areas of law, to 

enable them to spot and avoid potential legal problems. Topics include employment law, 

corporate structure and charity law, intellectual property, data protection, tax and property. 

Practical advice talks - Free Practical Advice Talks on relevant areas of law (for example 

charity law, data protection, corporate structure and employment) for community groups. 

To access LawWorks' assistance, groups must: 

 

 have an annual income of under £500,000 

 be predominantly focused on work in the UK 

 not have one of the excluded purposes  

 

For more information visit the LawWorks website: http://lawworks.org.uk/community-

groups  

 

 

New volunteering website provided by ICAEW and CABA 

A new volunteer recruitment website was launched in the summer, enabling charities and 

volunteers to share role postings and profiles for free. The ICAEW and CABA collaboration: 

icaewvolunteers.com follows Lord Hodgson’s review of the Charities Act 2006. The review 

concluded charities “struggle to find trustees with specialist skills” and “many also need the 

managerial skills business can provide.”  

The website comes in direct response to the challenges which charities face in finding 

volunteers with business and finance skills. It allows unlimited, free role postings for all not-

for-profit organisations, including charities, schools and social enterprises. Any role can be 

added and the website is free to use by anyone, not just Chartered Accountants and finance 

http://lawworks.org.uk/index.php?cID=10241
http://lawworks.org.uk/community-groups
http://lawworks.org.uk/community-groups
http://www.icaewvolunteers.com/
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professionals. 

Nick Brooks, Chair of ICAEW’s Charity and Voluntary Sector Group said: “The driving force 

behind the website came from a desire to help charities find volunteers with the expertise 

needed to fill specialist roles. This will support the thousands of Chartered Accountants who 

are eager to volunteer their skills.” 

To find out more visit the website at www.icaewvolunteers.com  

 

 

CIPFA Certificate in Charity Finance and Accountancy 

The Certificate in Charity Finance and Accountancy has been designed by The Chartered 

Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy and London South Bank University (LSBU) to 

enhance professional development within the charity finance sector. It is the first joint 

professional and academic qualification for individuals working in charity finance who do not 

yet hold a recognised finance qualification specific to their vocation. Find out more at: 

http://www.cipfa.org/training-and-qualifications/qualifications/certificate-in-charity-finance-

and-accountancy   

 

 

ACIE conference for independent examiners of small charity 

accounts – Mar 2014 

Questions, answers and more at the ACIE March conference… 

Question. What exactly is an Independent Examination (IE)? 

Answer. Essentially, it is a lower cost alternative to an audit on the end of year accounts for 

those charities which are eligible, checking that the funds that have been received have 

been spent appropriately. Anyone involved with a charity (incorporated or not) who wants 

to see whether it is eligible for an IE instead of an audit can find explanations of the various 

criteria at the ACIE website:  www.acie.org.uk 

Question. Can anyone be an Independent Examiner? 

Answer. Well, even though it is less stringent than an audit, the requirements of an IE are 

still laid down by law, and the trustees of a charity need to satisfy themselves that the 

person they appoint as an examiner to their charity has the appropriate skills, experience 

and knowledge and also, where required, a recognised professional qualification. Creating a 

resource of people available to act as examiners was the reason for the creation of ACIE 

fourteen years ago, a move that has been supported by the Charity regulators in England & 

Wales, Northern Ireland, and Scotland. 

http://www.icaewvolunteers.com/
http://www.cipfa.org/training-and-qualifications/qualifications/certificate-in-charity-finance-and-accountancy
http://www.cipfa.org/training-and-qualifications/qualifications/certificate-in-charity-finance-and-accountancy
http://www.acie.org.uk/
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The next ACIE conference will be held in Manchester on the 6th of March, 2014 and is 

expected to include the latest Charities SORP developments along with a range of seminars 

and workshops relevant to those working with small charity accounts. Non-ACIE members 

are most welcome, but pre-booking is essential. For further information visit the ACIE 

website www.acie.org.uk or phone the office on 01524 34892 or email  info@acie.org.uk  

 

 

CIPFA TISonline: Charities & Social Enterprise information stream 

The latest addition to TISonline is the Charities and Social Enterprises information stream 

with more than thirty sections covering sector specific topics ranging from legal structures 

to tax and finance issues. The information stream is regularly updated and new sections are 

added throughout the year. 

Visit the TISonline website www.tisonline.net to find out more. You will be able to see the 

information stream headings and sub headings although you would need to register for the 

service in order to access the information included in the sections. If you would like to know 

more or have any questions contact paul.cuddeford@cipfa.org  

 

 

Ten questions for trustees to ask at board meetings 

The following is an extract from the trustees guide produced by the Coalition for Efficiency  

What questions might be useful to ask at board meetings?  

1. What are the charity’s headline results during this period?  

2. Are we making best use of resources to fulfil our mission?  

3. What is the evidence that demonstrates that we are achieving our objectives?  

4. Are we focusing on the right things or have we drifted into activities that are 

inconsistent with our core charitable aims?  

5. What is the state of our finances, including expenditure and adequacy of resources?  

6. How are we progressing with fundraising targets?  

7. Do we need to review any contracts or major commitments?  

8. Are there any areas we might require some specialist advice? (e.g. pension schemes, 

redundancies, property, investment management, charity law)  

9. Are there issues or risks relating to the conduct of the charity generally?  

10. What are the current obstacles and what is not going so well?  

 

For the guide and information on the Coalition for Efficiency visit: www.cfefficiency.org.uk    

 

 

 

http://www.acie.org.uk/
mailto:info@acie.org.uk
http://www.tisonline.net/
mailto:paul.cuddeford@cipfa.org
http://www.cfefficiency.org.uk/
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Glasgow City Council opens credit union accounts for secondary 

school pupils 

Glasgow City Council has for many years supported a programme to develop credit unions 

as a credible solution for local people affected by financial exclusion, poverty and debt. 

Local credit union membership is reported to have grown as a result, from just 3% of the 

city population in 2001 to approximately 22% by 2010. 

Building on this work, the council has introduced a new scheme and is depositing £10 in a 

credit union account for all new secondary school pupils (up to 6,000 young people per 

year). The aim is to encourage young people to build a positive relationship with their local 

credit union, which can encourage saving as well as providing a source of money advice and 

affordable finance when needed. 

For more information on Glasgow City Council support for credit unions visit: 

http://www.glasgow.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=3775 

 

 

Accounting for academies 

CIPFA has produced an electronic publication which provides detailed and practical support 

on academies accounting and reporting. To find out more see: 

www.cipfa.org/policy-and-guidance/publications/a/accounting-for-academies-business-

solutions-for-financial-reporting-2013-edition     

 

 

Contributions, Subscribing, Contacts 

If you wish to subscribe or unsubscribe to this newsletter or notify us of a changed e-mail 

address please contact: julian.smith@cipfa.org  

Further information about the panel is available at the panel website: www.cipfa.org/policy-

and-guidance/technical-panels-and-boards/charities-and-social-enterprises-panel or from 

the Panel Manager, John Maddocks, email: john.maddocks@cipfa.org  

The Panel is keen to receive feedback including suggestions of topics that you would like to 

know more about. Also, if you have an article you would like us to consider for inclusion 

please send an e-mail with copy attached to John Maddocks: john.maddocks@cipfa.org 

John Maddocks is Policy & Technical Manager: Third Sector john.maddocks@cipfa.org  

 

Julian Smith is Policy Support Officer:  julian.smith@cipfa.org  

 

 

http://www.glasgow.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=3775
http://www.cipfa.org/policy-and-guidance/publications/a/accounting-for-academies-business-solutions-for-financial-reporting-2013-edition
http://www.cipfa.org/policy-and-guidance/publications/a/accounting-for-academies-business-solutions-for-financial-reporting-2013-edition
mailto:julian.smith@cipfa.org
http://www.cipfa.org/policy-and-guidance/technical-panels-and-boards/charities-and-social-enterprises-panel
http://www.cipfa.org/policy-and-guidance/technical-panels-and-boards/charities-and-social-enterprises-panel
mailto:john.maddocks@cipfa.org
mailto:john.maddocks@cipfa.org
mailto:john.maddocks@cipfa.org
mailto:julian.smith@cipfa.org

